Risk factors for developing neonatal septicaemia at a Malaysian hospital.
A case-control study of antecedents of neonatal septicaemia was performed using 50 cases of neonatal septicaemia and 73 comparison infants from a Malaysian hospital nursery. Multivariate analysis indicated the following independent risk factors: maternal primiparity, pre-eclampsia, prolonged rupture of membranes, twin pregnancy, prematurity, assisted ventilation, umbilical catheterization, and formula feeding. Although the spectrum of causative organisms varied between our study and past studies from Western countries, the risk factors for developing neonatal septicaemia were strikingly similar. Therefore, preventative guidelines based on risk factors described in Western countries, should help reduce the incidence of neonatal septicaemia at this Malaysian hospital.